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with the lace-flounce worth thirty thousand ducats (say
£60,000) which, according to Giovanni Lucido, was in her
wedding-chest, she would amuse herself in the ducal palace
by witnessing performances of the Casina or the MHcs
Gloriosus, comedies of Plautus. Sometimes, (as Sanuto,
the Venetian Orator at^Ferrara, informed his govern-
ment,) she would remain all day in her apartments, writing
letters, and having her head washed: or she would sit for
hours and listen to the violin-music of her adept young
husband* On the Maundy Thursday of the first year of her
marriage, she publicly washed the feet of one hundred and
sixty poor men. Her observance of religious duties was as
notable as the spirit of genuine piety which pervades her
many letters still extant.
On hearing of Duke Cesare's disgrazia, Madonna Lu-
crezia earnestly wrote to the Marquess of Mantua, and
to her friend, sister-in-law, and confidante, the Marchion-
ess Isabella, begging them to use the influence of their
House of Gonzaga with the Lord Julius P.P. II to procure
his freedom. The times were out of joint for Este person-
ally to interfere; for Madonna Lucrezia was stricken
down with the effects of an afjifacaois, and the old Duke
Ercole was breathing his last sigh.
On the nineteenth of January 1505, the Lord Julius
P.P. II issued His notorious Bull against Simony; striking
a new blow at the House of Borgia, by the aspersion cast
upon the memory of the Lord Alexander P.P. VI.
Duke Alfonso d'Este and his Duchess Lucrezia as-
cended the throne of their duchy in due course; and nego-
tiations with the Holiness of the Pope, for the enfran-
chisement of Duke Cesare, might have been, and would
have-been instituted: but, early in the spring of the year
Ferrara was threatened by famine, and Ae hands of the
young sovereigns were entirely occupied. Had Duke
Cesare been own brother to the Duchess Lucrezia, perhaps
more urgent steps would have been taken; but she never

